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August 30, 2009 
Protecting the graft 

 

Note the green string strung from the trunk of the vine to the cordon wire. This supported the 
very tender new growth from wind damage in the first year. The mature canes have now been 
laid down along the bottom cordon. The canes are taken to the opposite side so that any 
pressure on the graft from movement of the cane on the wire, such as caused by mechanical 
harvesting, will tend to hold the graft together (i.e. against the trunk) rather than pull it apart. 

......................................................................................................................................................  

August 27, 2009 
Setting up the vine for the next 20 years! 

 



The pruning team is concentrating on selecting the right cane to wrap down along the wire as 
the new cordon. Some canes will be too thick, too thin, not long enough to stretch along the 
wire or have too great or too small a distance between buds. This selection process is highly 
critical because it has to last the vine the next 20 years. Fortunately MollyDogger is 
supervising. 
 
......................................................................................................................................................  
 
 
August 26, 2009 
The miracle of new life! 

 

Here you can see both buds have grown approximately equally with good growth from each 
of those shoots. The grafts have been protected by tying the new shoots to the new cordon 
wire. Isn’t it amazing how much growth has come from those two tiny buds? Life is a 
miracle! 

...................................................................................................................................................... 

August 24, 2009 
Will it be a Boxer, Blue Eyed Boy or better still, Velvet Glove? 

 



The first growth comes from the energy of the bud after that, the energy comes from the vine. 
The challenge now is to provide the right amount of water so that the new shoot grows at 
exactly the right rate. The distance between the buds which form on the new shoot should be 
about the width of an adult fist. Too much water can push the bud out of the graft. The tender 
new growth must also be protected from insect damage. 

...................................................................................................................................................... 
 
August 21, 2009 
Grafting team getting going whilst the going’s good! 

 

Grafting is a three step, very specialized process. In the autumn, when we prune the blocks, 
the previous vintage’s shoots, which have now hardened into ripe, brown wood (canes) are 
cut off and taken out of the vineyards. When we pruned our best Shiraz block, we kept 4-bud 
sections (cuttings) from the best canes, kept them cool, and when we were ready to graft, cut 
the buds from them.  

Step 1 - First the clefts are cut into opposite sides of the trunk, parallel to the direction of the 
row. Each cleft has a narrow angle at the top and a broader angle at the bottom, see below. 

 

 



Step 2 - A bud is inserted fully into each cleft and seated carefully against both faces of the 
cleft. 

 

Step 3 - Once the buds have been inserted and seated, a specialist wrapper completes the 
process by wrapping both buds securely to the cleft making sure the new growth can emerge 
from the wrapping tape. 

...................................................................................................................................................... 

August 19, 2009 
Preparation for Grafting  

 



After being painted the trunk of the vine has the outer older layers of bark removed. This is 
done so that the grafting tape has better contact with the buds thus forcing them against the 
clefts in the trunk. 

......................................................................................................................................................  
 
August 17, 2009 
Painting of the trunk 

 

As soon as the trunk is cut to size the top is painted. This is done to seal off the end so when 
the sap flows it won’t be lost out of this wound and will be directed to the grafted buds. It 
also protects the wound from infection.  
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August 13, 2009 
The Pac Man of the Vineyards 

 



The cordon munching machine destroys the cordon as well as the wire which supports the 
cordon. All that remains is for somebody armed with a chainsaw to cut all trunks to the same 
height. 

 

......................................................................................................................................................  

August 11, 2009 
Single or Double Cordon? 

 

The Semillon was trellised with a double cordon. The cordons are the arms which are laid 
down permanently along the wires. Every year the cordons are spur pruned, leaving two buds 
on each spur. The bunches of fruit form on the shoots which grow from each bud. The aim is 



to have a vineyard with even growth, pruned to the same bud numbers every year to carry the 
correct crop for that block (this will vary according to aspect, soil type, drainage, and water 
availability). Shiraz is more vigorous than Semillon so we will use a double trellis again.  
 
......................................................................................................................................................  

August 9, 2009 
Are there alien varieties in your vineyard? Question is do we replant or graft? 

 

And the question is answered by “do we have a healthy vine or is it virus affected?” In the 
case of the Semillon block it was judged to be healthy enough to graft. The Seaview Rd ridge 
(which our vineyard is on) is renowned for producing premium Shiraz, so we are going to 
graft it, the Semillon to Shiraz.  

......................................................................................................................................................  

August 6, 2009 
Not long now until the first ever Mollydooker Carnival & Blend a Hand Celebrations! 

 

Sarah, Sparky and Janet will soon be jet setting off over to Napa, California for the 2009 
Mollydooker Carnival followed by the Blend a Hand Celebrations. Sparky decided it would 
be a lot of fun if the Mollydooker Aussie staff were to experience what is about to happen on 
the upcoming tour in the US. The above photo shows the teams trying to create that winning 
blend. 
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